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WELCOME!

The poet who wrote that "Every mile is two in winter" probably wasn't thinking of the joys
of outdoor winter activities, but | hope you are. The snow has been thin, but there have
been opportunities for snowshoeing and cross country skiing in at least some parts of the
state. Days are getting longer. Get out and enjoy your favorite local conservation land,
visit one of the historic buildings that define our communities, or get some great fresh
local food at a winter Farmer's Market near you.

Dijit Taylor
Executive Director
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Repeal of LCHIP Proposed in Legislature
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House Bill 1686 has been introduced in the House of Representatives. The bill, sponsored
by representatives from New Boston, Auburn, Gilford, Dunbarton and Rochester, seeks to
repeal the entire Land and Community Heritage Investment Program. Proponents of the
repeal contend that the conserved land is "useless" and that preservation of historic
structures can be done better by the private sector.

February is a great time to tell your local members of the House of Representatives how
you feel about this or any of the issues they are considering. You can find out who your
representatives are here.

B LCHIP Spotlights

The Town of Orford

In 2015, the Town of Orford was awarded a az
$92,500 grant, which will be used to acquire 149
acres of farm and forest land in Orford, land that
includes the last remaining hill farm in the once
thriving Quinttown section of town. The project
will protect high-value wildlife habitat and
shoreline along Mason Pond, a completely
undeveloped 15-acre remote pond. Itisin close
proximity to a vast conservation area and both
local and long-distance hiking trails, including the
AT, and offers visitors 360 degree panoramic views of Mt. Cube and Smarts Mt. David and
John Bischoff bought the land in 1969 after the death of Billy Brown, a local legend and
self-sufficient man who farmed there for about 50 years. They added a very small cabin at
the edge of the field as a quiet retreat. But David's real love has been careful land
stewardship to gradually bring back the old fields so the historic barns are once again
surrounded with productive pasture, now used by a local farmer.

More information on this exciting project can be found here.
Photo: Courtesy Orford Conservation Commission

United Church of Christ in Keene

For over 200 years, the building housing the United Church of Christ in Keene has stood as
an iconic structure on the City's square and told the story of Keene's changing
architectural styles and societal needs. At the heart of the building is the frame of Keene's
fourth meetinghouse, which was constructed in 1786. Moved twice and raised once, the
building underwent two major renovations in the nineteenth century to keep up with
architectural styles and religious needs. The Hurricane of 1938 caused part of the spire to
come crashing through the roof, only to be duplicated and restored to its rightful place on
the Keene skyline. With the help of a recent LCHIP grant, this ever changing constant at
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