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Celebrating the past and looking to the future.
On May 3rd the New Hampshire Preservation Alliance announced its annual
Achievement Awards, recognizing outstanding preservation projects throughout New
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Hampshire. We are thrilled that of the nine projects honored, six are past LCHIP
Grant Recipients: Laconia’s Colonial Theatre, the Woman’s Club of Concord,
Gilmanton’s Kelly Corner Schoolhouse, the Parker J. Noyes Building in Lancaster,
Chase’s Mill in Alstead, and the Newport Opera and Courthouse. Congratulations!
On May 1 our 21st grant round opened, with Letters of Intent due May 18th. Letters of
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Intent serve as a screening tool, ensuring potential projects meet LCHIP’s rigorous
eligibility requirements. All eligible projects are invited to submit full proposals, due
June 22. In May LCHIP staff screened 66 projects, indicating that the 2022 grant
round will once again be highly competitive.
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Throughout June LCHIP staff will be available to assist applicants in developing their
proposals. Those seeking assistance with historic resource projects can register to
attend “office hours” each Tuesday at 10am, or contact Ben Engel for questions
regarding acquisition projects.
Best,
Paula Bellemore
Executive Director

Protecting New Hampshire's Natural, Historic, and Cultural Resources

South Hampton Baptist Church
Careful planning puts you ahead in the long run" an ancient
proverb states, and the South Hampton Baptist Church is
following this approach with the stewardship of its historic
building. Built in 1833 and renovated in 1906, the structure
helps define the town center, a designated historic
district. The Church's leadership, realizing that a number of
issues needed addressing, commissioned a preservation
consultant in 2019 to prepare a Conditions Assessment Report,

which recommended doing work in phases. An LCHIP grant of
$12,789 followed, which helped pay for the top priorities:
repairing deteriorated exterior woodwork and repainting the
church. With a carefully thought-out plan in place, subsequent
stages of work can be done as resources allow, helping to
ensure the long-term preservation of this significant historic
place.

Conservation in New Hampshire: The Merrimack River Watershed
From its start in Franklin, the Merrimack flows through New Hampshire’s three
largest communities - the cities of Manchester, Nashua, and Concord. Today, well
over 600,000 people depend on it for drinking water, and that number is expected
to increase dramatically - both Manchester and Concord may be tapping into it as a
public drinking water source in the near future.
A Harvard University study published in 2010 estimated that 40-63% of New
Hampshire land in the Merrimack River watershed is projected to be developed by
2030, and a U.S. Forest Service report listed the Merrimack as the most threatened
watershed in the nation in terms of anticipated loss of private forest land, fourth for
associated threats to water quality, and seventh for loss of habitat for species at
risk. In 2016, American Rivers released its “America’s Most Endangered Rivers”
report, which ranked the Merrimack at #8 based on the significance of the river to human and natural communities
and the magnitude of the threat, among other criteria.
Concern for the future of the Merrimack River prompted organizations like the Society for the Protection of New
Hampshire Forests (SPNHF) and the Southeast Land Trust of New Hampshire (SELT) to create the Merrimack
Conservation Partnership, a regional conservation alliance formed to accelerate land and water protection and
restoration in the lower Merrimack River watershed. Their subsequent Merrimack Conservation Plan now guides
critically important land conservation efforts.
To date, LCHIP has helped its conservation partners to
permanently protect more than 1,500 acres along the
Merrimack, but there’s still more to be done to protect water
quality (especially drinking water supplies), preserve aquatic
and terrestrial ecosystems, conserve the region’s working
farms and forests, and provide recreational open space
throughout this rapidly developing area of the state. Watch for
more LCHIP-funded conservation initiatives in the future, as
work to protect this critical resource continues.
View the Forest Society’s “The Merrimack: River at Risk” to
learn more about the Merrimack River and its watershed.
Photo: Leah Hart, Land Protection Specialist at the Forest Society, along the banks of the Merrimack River in
Concord. Photo Credit Jerry Monkman/EcoPhotography

LCHIP Road Trip
Looking for an enjoyable and scenic hike to experience spring in full
swing? Visit the Schott Brennan Falls Reserve in Francestown, owned
by the Francestown Land Trust under easement held by the
Piscataquog Land Conservancy. This beautiful 150-acre property,
which is home to a beaver pond, restored historic dam, and a 20-foothigh waterfall was protected with the support of a 2013 LCHIP grant.
After parking in the small lot on unmaintained Bullard Hill Road, head
down the main trail just past the kiosk and be enveloped by a small
Hemlock Forest. As you meander down the easy-to-follow trail, you
will encounter a beaver pond with signs of past beaver activity. While
checking out the beaver lodge and restored historic dam keep an eye
on the pond’s edge, you may see an Eastern Red Spotted Newt hanging
out just below the surface!
Continuing along the trail you’ll soon arrive at a beautiful 20-foot-high
cascade spilling down a rocky streambed. After a snack, head back the
way you came, keeping an eye out for some of New Hampshire’s favorite wildflowers. This is an easy to moderate,
out and back trail. Expect to take about 20 - 30 minutes to reach the waterfall, or 60 minutes round trip. *Please
note: Bullard Hill Road is a Class 6 road. A high clearance vehicle is recommended.

The NH Conservation License Plate (Moose Plate) Program supports the protection of critical resources in our state. You
can purchase a Moose Plate at any time - even for a friend! Find out more at mooseplate.com. Income from the
Moose Plate Program pays for much of LCHIP's administrative expenses. Thanks Moose Plate holders for your support!
Header photo: Red Trillium, Brennan Falls
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