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Executive summary

This report was prepared by Meghan Gross, M.S. Historic Preservation, for the South Hampton
Baptist Church and its congregation to assess the conditions of the South Hampton Baptist
Church, located at 10 Jewell Street, South Hampton, NH, following renovations completed with
grant funding from New Hampshire’s Land & Community Heritage Investment Program (LCHIP).
This report serves to provide a permanent record of the work that was accomplished with
monies awarded during LCHIP grant round 18 (2019). The grant monies were specifically
awarded for the rehabilitation/ restoration of the exterior of the Church building.
Ms. Gross visited the church to assess its conditions on November 3, 2021. The weather was
cool, dry, and clear. Exterior and interior inspections were conducted to assess the changes
made to the Church building since the June 2019 Building Conditions Assessment and the
receipt of a 2019 LCHIP grant. The building is in overall good condition, although there are two
exterior areas that will need to be monitored should their condition worsen in the future.
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1. Legal Description of Property
From the Rockingham County Deed dated 01/01/1828: Book 0272, Page 0264
A certain piece of land situate in South Hampton in the County and State aforesaid
[Rockingham County, NH] containing one acre with the dwelling house thereon, and is bounded
as follows, vise, Beginning at a stake and stones the east side of a chestnut tree spotted by the
road from thence easterly by the road to the corner, from thence running southerly by the mill
road [now Jewell Street] (so called to a stake and stones, from thence running westerly by the
parsonage land two rods and six links to a stake and stones, from thence running northerly
nineteen rods twenty two links and one half to the first mentioned bounds, it being the north
east corner of the parsonage.

2. Statement of Significance
The South Hampton Baptist Church is situated at a prominent location within the National
Register-listed South Hampton Town Center Historic District, listed in 1984. Its location at the
southern edge of Barnard Square serves as the southern boundary of the town center and
provides a visual terminus of the Square. In combination with the architecturally similar Town
Hall adjacent to the north, the Church makes a substantial contribution to the historic character
of the town center. The core of the Town Center Historic District forms a cohesive grouping of
Greek Revival-style public buildings at the center of South Hampton and represents the most
significant period of South Hampton’s historical development in the early nineteenth century.
The Church building exhibits traditional church form although its original appearance was
altered in 1906. The traditional church form and simple architectural details of the Church are
consistent with the rural character of South Hampton. The Church has been in continuous
religious and civic service since it was constructed in 1833 and continues to be a focal point in
the Town Center Historic District.

3. Physical Evolution of the Property
The South Hampton Baptist Church is a Greek Revival-style Church building originally
constructed in 1833. The original gable-front Greek Revival Church building featured two entry
doors and did not have a bell tower. A steeple was added above the central bay on the main
façade in 1858 and a bell was installed in 1885. The 1858 steeple featured four round-arched
louvered vents and a thin pyramidal spire. In 1906 the Church was remodeled and expanded,
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and the steeple and entrance doors were removed. The first bay of the building was converted
into a two-story chapel, known as Stockman Memorial Hall. A new 63-foot bell tower was
erected on the northeast corner of Church. Fenestration on the main façade was altered to
include a set of three double-hung sash windows on each story within the central bay and a set
of narrow, paired double-hung sash windows located on the second story on either side of a
central rounded arch. Sliding doors were added to the first-floor interior of Stockman Memorial
Hall so that the space could be opened for functions or closed off for private worship. Wooden
floors were also installed throughout the Church during the 1906 remodel. A 12-foot square
entry vestibule with staircase to the second floor was also added at this time.
A fire in the church roof in 1912 caused some interior damage to the king posts, rafters, and
purlins, but the Church building was saved. In the 1930s, carpeting was installed on the interior
of the main sanctuary and the exterior was painted. The building was expanded between 1952
and 1953 when a function room, known as the Jewell Room, was added at the rear. The
exterior was also painted at this time. A series of alterations took place in the early 1960s when
the interior of the church was altered by the addition of paneled walls and a dropped ceiling.
New carpeting was laid throughout the main sanctuary at this time and the wood floors in the
Jewell Room were refinished. Portions of the exterior were painted at this time as well. The
kitchen and office ell was constructed at the rear of the Jewell Room in 1978. New stained-glass
windows were installed c. 1998 and a new weathervane was installed on the bell tower in 2016.
The latest repainting of the exterior took place in 2013.
After the receipt of LCHIP grant monies in the winter of 2019/2020, exterior repairs were
undertaken as recommended in a Building Conditions Assessment completed in 2019. Waterdamaged exterior woodwork (clapboards, trim) was repaired or replaced in-kind prior to
repainting the Church. After repairs were made, the entire building exterior received a new
coat of white paint. Exterior doors have been painted red. The half-round arches above the
stained-glass windows on the north and south elevations have been painted with blue and gold
accent colors (see photograph 11). Exterior flooring has been painted gray. On the interior of
the Church, the interior of the Jewell Room, Stockman Memorial Hall, the entry vestibule, and
the rear office area have been painted. No other changes have taken place on the interior since
2019.
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4. Condition of Property (from visual inspection)
As of November 2021, the exterior preservation of the South Hampton Baptist Church has been
completed. Its condition at the time of this report is as follows:
Exterior: The exterior woodwork on the building has been repaired and the entire building has
been repainted and is in overall good condition. The northeastern sill board, although recently
repainted, feels moist to the touch and water damage may continue to be an issue from splash
back from the driveway (see photograph 12). This area should be monitored closely, as it may
need to be replaced in-kind in the future. The southwest corner of the portico should also be
monitored, as the steps are showing signs of deterioration (see photograph 13). Repair work on
the windows has not been undertaken and the windows are in fair condition due to continued
water damage from condensation. Debris has been removed in the crawl space and concrete
has been patched at the rear of the building’s foundation under the kitchen ell. Additional
supports have also been installed under the floor of basement and the foundation and
basement area remain in good condition. The property owner reported that a small number of
shingles on the roof were replaced in kind after damage during a wind storm. This occurred
after the site visit on November 3, 2021. The report author has not seen the new shingles, but
the roof was in good condition at the time of the November 3 site visit.
Interior: The interior of the building is generally in good condition. The interior of Stockman
Memorial Hall, the Jewell Room, the entry vestibule, and the rear office area have been
repainted, but there have been no other significant changes to the interior, nor further
deterioration, since the 2019 Building Conditions Assessment.
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5. Site Plan
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6. Sketch Floor Plan with Photo Key
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7. Photographic Record*
*All Photographs of South Hampton Baptist Church included below were taken by Meghan Gross on
November 3, 2021.

1: View SW towards east (main) and north elevations
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2: View S/SE towards north elevation

3: View SE towards north and west elevations

10

4: View NE towards south and west elevations

5: View N/NW towards south elevation
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6: View NW towards south and east (main) elevations
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7: View W towards east (main) elevation
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8: View SW towards portico on east (main) elevation

14

9: View SW towards bell tower on east (main) elevation
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10: View west towards bell tower and gable junction on east (main) elevation
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11: View S/SE towards stained glass window and trim detail on north elevation
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12: View S towards sill on corner of east and north elevation, showing area where splashback continues to cause water damage
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13: View NW towards portico steps showing signs of deterioration
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14: Interior view W of main sanctuary space
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15: Interior view SW of Jewell Room

16: Interior view NW of rear kitchen
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